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A study of the doctrine of God must give attention to the topic of revelation.  It is in the nature 
of God to disclose Himself.  Francis Schaeffer, a renewed Christian theologian and philosopher, 
spoke of God’s propensity toward self-revelation in two of his most famous works.  First, he 
wrote a volume entitled “The God Who Is There.”  He followed up that work with a second one 
entitled, “He Is There And He Is Not Silent.”

	 The word revelation speaks of an uncovering.  In Galatians 1:12, Paul spoke of the way 
he received the gospel he preached by saying, “For I did not receive it from a human source 
and I was not taught it, but it came by a revelation of Jesus Christ.”  The Greek word rendered 
“revelation” (apokálupsis) was the word from which we get our word “apocalypse.”  It referred 
to an uncovering, unveiling, or disclosure.   The term was a cognate of a Greek word that 1

meant “to take out of hiding.”  Thus, it literally meant “to cause something to be fully known.” 
2

	 Implied within the biblical act of revelation is the idea that that certain things cannot be 
known apart from such revelation.   Since humanity is finite, revelation is necessary for certain 3

realities about God to be known.  This idea was underscored in the book of Deuteronomy.  In a 
famous passage on the subject of revelation, the Lord told the Israelites, “The hidden things 
belong to the Lord our God, but the revealed things belong to us and our children forever, so 
that we may follow all the words of this law” (Deuteronomy 29:29).  The aforementioned words 
were uttered in relation to the Lord’s covenant with Israel.  The nature, terms, requirements, 
and conditions of that covenant were not knowable apart from divine revelation.  The Lord’s 
people were dependent upon divine disclosure to know God’s truth.

	 Interestingly, the Hebrew word (galah) used for revelation in Deuteronomy 29:29 is one 
that literally referred to nakedness in some contexts (Ezekiel 23:18; Leviticus 18:7).  Applied 
figuratively to the act of revelation, the term portrayed the Lord as exposing truth.  The 
prophets in Israel’s history used the word to speak of divine revelation.  The prophet Amos 
said, “Indeed, the Lord God does nothing without revealing his counsel to his servants the 
prophets.”

	 Throughout the history of humanity, the Lord has chosen to reveal Himself to 
humankind.  Shortly after creating the first man and woman, the Lord began speaking to them, 
making them aware of His purposes for humankind (Genesis 1:28-30).  He continued revealing 
Himself to them, disclosing the requirements of His Law (Genesis 2:16-17).  When they 
transgressed His commandments, He gave a divine revelation concerning how they could be 
redeemed (Genesis 3:15).  As human kind multiplied on the Earth, He gradually gave more and 
more redemption concerning how His plan of redemption would play out (Genesis 12:1-3).

	 Divine revelation is integral to the character of God.  One cannot fully know God without 
a basic comprehension of the ways in which He reveals Himself.  Consequently, it is important 
for us to consider these things as we continue our study of God.  In what follows, we will tackle 
this topic by examining the two ways in which God reveals Himself — General Revelation and 
Specific Revelation.


GENERAL REVELATION 

 Zodhiates, apokálupsis.1

 Louw, Johannes P. And Eugene Albert Nida. Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament: 2

Based on Semantic Domains. (New York, NY: United Bible Societies, 1996), [CD-Rom]. 

 Zodhiates, apokálupsis.3



Theologians often speak of God’s self-revelation as taking place through two different means.  
The first is known as “general revelation.”  As the name implies, such revelation involves God 
making Himself known in a general, non-specified fashion.  Throughout human history, God 
has disclosed truth with a great degree of specificity at times.  On such occasions, He normally 
used specially appointed mouthpieces — prophets and apostles.  General revelation is to be 
contrasted with such forms of revelation.  It involves a more subtle, less-specific form of divine 
disclosure.

	 In one sense, one could think of general revelation as indirect communication from God.  
One must be careful with such terminology, as some theologians who hold to a lower view of 
Scripture have used the term “indirect revelation” as a designation for their perspective on the 
Bible.  Believing that the Bible is little more than a human book, they maintain that one can only 
receive “indirect revelation” about God through Scripture.   I do not mean to refer to such a 4

perspective in my use of the word “indirect.”  In fact, in what follows I will promote a view of 
Scripture that upholds specific revelation in the Bible.

	 While we deny inferior views of biblical revelation, we do maintain that there is a sense 
in which God indirectly reveals Himself.  Yes, He has spoken through apostles and prophets.  
Yees, He has revealed Himself through His Son.  However, there are some general and indirect 
ways through which He has made Himself known.  Understanding such things is the first step 
in understanding the topic of divine revelation.  In what follows, we will examine four means 
through which the Lord generally or indirectly reveals Himself.


Nature 
God first reveals Himself through the created realm.  Multiple passages of Scripture show this 
to be true.  In Job 36:33, we read, “The thunder declares his presence; the cattle also, the 
approaching storm.” 


Job 36:24-37:24; Psalm  8:3-5; 19:1; Acts 14:15-17; Romans 1:20; Romans 1:32


“The next time there is a thunderstorm and you start by being frightened, remember these 
things and say, ‘Oh, the majesty and the power of God!’ Look at the power, listen to the crash – 
God's thunder! - God’s explosion! It makes all our talk about atomic power sound almost like 
children playing, does it not? That is God’s power”. Carrick, John. The Imperative of Preaching. 
(Edinburgh, UK: The Banner of Truth Trust, 2016), 161 


“Oh Lord, my God

When I, in awesome wonder

Consider all the worlds Thy hands have made

I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder

Thy power throughout the universe displayed”

“How Great Thou Art”  

Conscience 
Romans 2:14-15


Human Wisdom 
Proverbs 8; Acts 14:15; Song of Solomon 7:22-9:18

"All truth is God’s truth"


History 

Deuteronomy 28:9-10, 15, 37; Psalm 75:6; Acts 17:26; Romans 13:1


 McKim, 240.4



God revealed Himself through the way He scattered the nations at the Tower of Babel, 
established the nation of Israel (Genesis 12), displayed His glory over Egypt (Exodus ), raised 
up the Assyrians and Babylonians to chastise Israel (Deuteronomy 28), rebuked 
Nebuchadnezzar’s pride (), supplanted Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom (), foreordained the 
kingdom of Alexander the Great and others (), brought the Roman Empire to nothing (), 
obliterated Israel’s temple worship (), and more.  Though we don’t have special revelation to tell 
us exactly what the Lord is doing amongst the nations nowadays, we do know He is indeed 
working amongst the nations.  In Proverbs 14:34, we read that “ Righteousness exalts a nation, 
but sin is a disgrace to any people."


“A significant reality revealed by God in the Apolcalypse relates to the real meaning of history. 
Many in our day allege that history has no rationale and is merely a random collection of 
chance events. Revelation affirms that the inner logic and coherence of history is to be found in 
the fact that all events-notably acts of judgment and salvation-are to be traced to the throne of 
God in heaven. Larson, Mark J. The Judgement and Salvation of the Sovereign God in History. 
(Banner of Truth Trust, Edinburgh, UK, May 2021), 25. 


General revelation is given to all people. 

“The knowledge of God’s existence, character, and moral law that comes through creation to 
all humanity.” Grudem, 1243.


Common Grace


General revelation imparts knowledge about God’s character (Romans ). 

“…general revelation conveys the conviction that God edits and that he is transcendent, 
immanent, self-sufficient, eternal, powerful, good, and a hater of evil.” Elwell, 1019.


General revelation imparts knowledge about sin (Romans 1:32; 2:14-15). 

General revelation cannot lead one to salvation. 

General revelation makes sinful humanity without excuse before God. 

SPECIFIC REVELATION 

“Special” 


“Direct”


“By special revelation we mean those acts of God whereby he makes himself and his truth 
known at special times and to specific people.  Although given at special times and to specific 
peoples, the revelation is not necessarily intended for that time and people only.” Charles 
Thiessen, 10.


“God’s words addressed to specific people, including the words of the Bible.  This is to be 
distinguished from general revelation, which is given to all people generally.” Grudem, 1255


Given to God’s people.




Prophecy 

Miracles 
Exodus 4:2-5; 1 Kings 18:24; John 5:36; Hebrews 2:4


Christ 

Hebrews 1:1-3; Genesis 3:15; Colossians 1:15; John 1:18; 14:9


Special Messengers 
 The human mind is not able to understand and to express all the thoughts of God, they are to 
sublime; and therefore God dictated to the prophets the very language which they should 
deliver, - language of which they themselves could not see the far-reaching meaning”. 
Spurgeon, C.H. The Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit, 1880; 26 (Pasadena, TX: Pilgrim 
Publications, 2005), 124 


“For biblical Christians, the primary shapers of Christianity are (or ought to be) the prophets 
and apostles”. Needham, Nick. Shapers of Christianity. Irenaeus of Lyons (flourished AD 
175-95).  (The Banner of Truth Magazine, Edinburgh, UK. 705 June 2022), 22. 


The prophets foretold what the apostles reported. The seers looked forward, and the evangelist 
look backward: their eyes meet at one place; they see eye to eye, and both behold the cross”. 
Spurgeon, C.H. The Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit, 1880; 26 (Pasadena, TX: Pilgrim 
Publications, 2005), 121.


Scriptures 
“The true believe has always maintained that in the Bible we have a revelation of God, in fact, 
the clearest and only inerrant revelation.” Charles Thiessen, 10.


"Although creation reveals God's general existence, only the Bible gives specific revelation 
about God and his plan for redemption".  Wilson, PH.D.  Sandra D.  Hurt  People; Hope And 
Healing For Yourself And Your Relationships.  (Discovery House Publishers, Barbour Publishing 
Inc.  2001) 189 

 


Cannot be grasped by human intuition or knowledge (1 Corinthians 1:21; 2:14). 
Provides salvation (Romans 10:9, 13-15; 1 Corinthians 15:1-4; Hebrews 11:6). 
Special revelation is to be shared with the entire world (Matthew 28:19; Acts 1:8). 
There is a sense in which special revelation has ceased; that is, no new special revelation is now 
given.  This is in accordance with the concept of canonization.  Since the canon of revelation is 
closed, special revelation is now limited.  However, there is a coming day in which there will be 
additional forms of special revelation.  The Lord will work through signs and wonders once 
again as He brings an end to human history.


